
The third day started, all for the coaching staff and young Owen Parrish once again attended the 

Feyenoord Academy training sessions. A very talented group of U13 boys were the main focal 

point, putting on display of high quality soccer during their last training session of the week. 

Youth games take place on Saturdays in Holland with all clubs, both professional and amateur, 

playing games on many fields across the city of Rotterdam. The main focal point was penetrating 

in central areas at game speed. 

The players arose to a start the beautiful spring morning with a good breakfast before hitting the 

fields which are located next to the hotel. It was great to see that the level of training is really 

picking up.  The Feyenoord Academy staff, led by Melvin Boel, took the 99-00 Boys through a 

vigorous session implementing the Dutch philosophy on maintaining possession through the 

thirds. As female soccer is growing in Holland, it is very refreshing for the Academy staff to be 

working with young ladies who have a good understanding of the game.  The girls have been 

working hard since the first session and this morning was no different during their playing out of 

the back session. 

The players are really learning to become one with the ball and after a good lunch break the 

momentum on the fields continued with the sixty minute shooting session followed by a 

competition between both teams of "Ball Master". 

"This group is fitting a lot into a very short time and we are trying to give them an experience of 

a lifetime" explained Sevy Sucurovic. Sevy has been working with the KYSA staff for well over 

12 months to set up this trip and has gone above and beyond to accommodate all He was even 

able to provide Fecility Shirkey, a member of the girls squad, with a birthday cake to celebrate 

her sixteenth birthday. 

The fun continued into the evening with many of the players getting their first experience of a 

professional game. Sparta Rotterdam hosted NEC Breda knowing that a win would clinch them 

promotion back to the Eredivise. The club has a rich history and the young Kentucky players saw 

how passionate the Dutch people are about the game. The game ended with the teams sharing the 

points but the players soaked up every minute of this fun filled day as they were the last ones to 

leave the stadium. 

 


